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Mathias  hieronymus  saxtorph’s  in  og  betyd- 

ning  skal  her  ikke  gores  til  genstand  for  nogen  skil- 
dring  eller  vurdering.  Kun  fordi  det  iar  er  hundrede  ar,  siden 
han  fodtes  —  to  maneder  for  LOUIS  PASTEUR  —  har 
Universitetets  medicinsk  historiske  Museum  onsket  at  mindes 
ham  ved  gengivelsen  af  nogle  fa  billeder,  der  findes  i  museets 
eje,  dels  fordi  billeder  af  SAXTORPH  fra  det  tidspunkt  af 
bans  liv,  hvori  hans  betydeligste  gerning  falder,  er  meget 
sjaeldne,  dels  fordi  de  to  sidste,  humoristiske  tegninger  af  en 
ung  dansk  laege  viser,  hvorledes  SAXTORPHS  omgivelser 
sa  pa  den  ny  opfindelse  indenfor  laegekunsten,  som  gjorde 
det  h i d til  umulige  muligt,  som  abnede  virkefelter  for  laeger, 
de  aldrig  havde  dromt  om,  og  som  skulde  frelse  tusinder  og 
atter  tusinder  af  mennesker  fra  lidelser  og  dod. 

SAXTORPH  fodtes  den  26.  oktober  1822  i  ICobenhavn 
som  son  og  sonneson  af  ansete  laeger  i  fremragende  stillinger. 
De  nulevende,  der  har  vaeret  hans  elever,  mindes  ham  som 
en  sjaeldent  fremragende  laerer,  de,  der  har  arbejdet  under 
ham  pa  hans  afdeling,  som  en  i  usaedvanlig  grad  samvittigheds- 
fuld  laege,  der  under  sit  utilnaermelige  vaesen  skjulte  den 
varmeste  interesse  for  sine  patienter  og  den  alvorligste  aerbodig- 
hed  for  sin  gerning.  Men  alle  laeger,  nulevende  og  kommende, 
danske  og  udlaendinge,  bor  bestandig  mindes  SAXTORPH 
som  den,  der  forst  forstod  en  stor  mands  store  ide,  der  forst 
forte  den  ud  i  livet,  kaempende  for  den  og  udviklende  den, 
som  den  endelig,  hvis  resultater  kunde  bruges  og  blev  brugte 
som  grundsten  for  den  nye  ides  maegtige  bygning. 

JOSEPH  LISTER  offentliggjorde  sin  forste  afhandling  om 
antiseptisk  behandling  i  THE  LANCE  1  1867.  1  o  ar  efter 

var  den  da  46-arige  professor  SAXTORPH,  der  tre  ar  for 
var  udnaevnt  til  overkirurg  ved  Prederiks  Hospital,  hos 
LISTER  i  Glasgow,  og  samme  ar  begyndte  han  at  indlore 
den  antiseptiske  behandling  pa  sin  afdeling.  Hans  brev  til 
LISTER  om  behandlingens  resultater,  der  glaedede  og  stot- 


Forst0rret  folografi  af  el  billede,  der  rimeligvis  er  lagel  i  1868. 
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tede  LISTER  i  li0jeste  grad,  offentliggjordes  i  THE  LAN¬ 
CET  den  27.  august  1870.  Da  dette  brev  vistnok  aldrig  har 
vaeret  trykt  i  SAXTORPHS  faedreland,  gengives  det  her. 

d  My  dear  Sir, 

It  is  nozu  nearly  a  year  since  I  left  Glasgow,  where  I  had  the  opportunity 
of  seeing  how  the  antiseptic  treatment  of  wounds  is  to  be  carried  out.  Every 
surgeon  who  has  seen  the  remarkable  results  of  this  treatment  must  feel  it  his 
duty  to  imitate  you,  and  dress  the  wounds  after  your  principles.  I  therefore ,  as 
soon  as  I  came  home,  adopted  your  method ,  and  have  used  it  now  continually 
since  that  time;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that ,  although  I  have  not  generally 
succeeded  in  obtaining  complete  primary  union ,  except  in  smaller  wounds,  still 
the  treatment  has  proved  in  other  respects  extremely  satisfactory.  The  hospital  to 
which  I  am  appointed  head  surgeon  ( the  Frederik's  Hospital),  is  a  very  old 
building  —  in  fact ,  it  is  now  much  more  than  a  hundred  years  old ,  —  and  it 
contains  about  jjo  medical  and  surgical  beds.  In  the  surgical  wards  I  have 
room  for  about  ijo  patients;  but  the  usual  number  during  the  winter  has  varied 
from  100  to  1  jo.  Formerly  there  used  to  be  every  year  several  cases  of  death 
caused  by  hospital  diseases ,  especially  by  pyaemia;  sometimes  arising  from  the  most 
trivial  injuries.  Now.  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  that  not  a  single  case  of 
pycemia  has  occurred  since  I  came  home  last  year,  which  result  is  certainly  owing 
to  the  introduction  of  your  antiseptic  treatment.  But  it  must  be  clear  to  any 
surgeon  who  has  adopted  your  method  that  unless  you  take ,  the  greatest  precau¬ 
tions  in  every  dressing  till  the  wound  is  cither  healed  or  filled  up  with  granula¬ 
tions,  you  will  never  see  the  excellent  effects  of  this  treatment.  It  certainly  takes 
much  longer  time,  and  demands  much  greater  precautions ,  than  any  other  dres¬ 
sing;  but  the  reward  is  certain,  and  it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  know  that  the 
good  result  of  many  operations  almost  entirely  depends  upon  your  dressing  of  the 
wound.  As  an  instance  of  this  I  may  mention  the  following  case:  —  A  man 
came  to  me  with  a  f  oreign  body  in  the  left  knee.  I  thought  it  to  be,  not  a  loose 
cartilage,  but  a  fragment  of  the  tibia,  loosened  by  the  kick  of  a  horse  eight  years 
ago.  It  was  situated  behind  the  ligamentum  patella,  was  a  little  movable,  and 
grated  very  distinctly  as  two  osseous  surfaces  would  do.  I  made  a  large  incision 
on  the  outer  side  of  the  capsule  and  tried  to  extract  it,  but  the  surfaces  were 
so  much  entangled  in  each  other  that  I  was  obliged  to  use  my  finger  and  dif¬ 
ferent  hooks  and  forceps  before  I  got  it  out.  The  operation  lasted  certainly  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  during  the  whole  time  I  poured  a  stream  of  carbolic 
solution  over  the  wound.  Having  extracted  it'  at  last,  it  proved  to  be  really  a 
part  of  the  head  of  the  tibia  with  its  cartilaginous  stir  face  on  it,  and  of  the 
size  of  a  small  walnut.  I  treated  antis eptic ally ,  and  the  wound  closed  without 
any  suppuration  in  the  joint.  All  the  compound  fractures  which  I  had  to  deal 
with  last  year,  some  of  them  very  severe  ones,  have  healed  without  the  least 
suppuration  in  the  fracture  itself,  and  the  consolidation  did  not  take  much  lon¬ 
ger  time  than  in  a  simple  fracture.  All  the  amputations  of  this  year  have  reco¬ 
vered.  There  has  certainly  been  some  suppuration,  but  it  7iever  became  profuse, 
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and  I  never  observed  any  putrefaction.  1  feel  so  much  indebted  to  you  for  what 
I  have  learnt  in  seeing  you  employing  the  antiseptic  dressing ,  that  1  thought  it 
my  duty  to  let  you  know  how  things  went  on  in  my  hospital  practice;  arid  1 
am  happy  to  say  that  I  neve'-  tried  any  innovation  which  answered  so  admirably 
as  this  treatment  of  wounds.  —  Believe  me ,  my  dear  Sir ,  ever  yours , 

July  1 8 thy  1870. « 


Fotografi  (brudstykke),  taget  i  SAXTORPHS  lejlighed  pa  Frederiks 

Hospital  1885  af  Mary  Steen. 

SAXTORPHS  forstaelse  af  antiseptikens  betydning  og  hans 
indf0relse  af  den  pa  sin  afdeling,  f0rend  den  indf0rtes  pa 
nogen  anden  kirurgisk  hospitalsafdeling  i  verden,  b0r  til  alle 
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tider  sikre  hans  navn  en  anset  plads  i  laegekunstens  historic. 
Hans  faedreland  har  intet  gjort  for,  at  hans  navn  skal  huskes. 
Det  har  gjort  mindre  end  intet  for,  at  hans  gerning  skal 
mindes.  Da  det  viste  sig,  at  det  var  nodvendigt  at  opgive 
DET  KGL.  FREDERIKS  HOSPITAL  og  bygge  nye  byg- 
ninger  pa  et  nyt  sted,  besluttede  Folkets  karne  maend  ud  fra 
deres  kulturniveau,  at  det  navn,  hvortil  Danmarks  storste 
indsats  pa  laegekunstens  omrade,  der  pa  det  nojeste  var  knyt- 
tet  til  den  mest  vidtraekkende  opfindelse,  der  nogensinde  er 
gjort  for  at  lindre  menneskelig  ulykke,  at  det  navn  skulde 
ophore  at  vaere  til.  Og  saledes  blev  det. 


SAXTORPHS  grav  pa  tlolmens  Kirkegard. 
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Pennetegning  (264X324  nun)  af  C[HRISTOPHER]  M[UNDT].  Overskrifi  pa 
kartonen :  Fra  Antiseptikens  Morgenrode  circa  1870.  Underskrift  pa  kartonen: 
Allegorisk  Kremstilling  af  Carbolsprayens  vidunderlige  Virkning.  Personerne  fra 
vensire  til  hojre:  M.  SAX  l’ORPII,  L.  R.  LORENTZEN  (reservekirurg  ved 
Frederiks  Hospital  nov.  70  til  okt.  72),  ALB.  SOMMERFELDT  (kandidat  ved 

Frederiks  Hospital  dec.  70  til  marts  72). 
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Pennetegning  (262X308  mm)  af  C.  M.  Underskrift  pa  selve  tegningen:  » Men 
ka  vi  da’nte  fa  none  rigtige  syl titejskrukker ? «  Underskrift  pa  kartonen  :  Fra  en 
Morgen-Stuegang  paa  Frederiks  Hospitals  kirurgiske  Afdeling:  Der  overvejes, 
hvilke  Beholdere  man  bedst  kan  benytte  til  Carbololie  til  Forbinding  paa 
Stuerne.  Personerne  fra  venstre  til  hojre:  1.  RICHTER  (stud.  med.).  2.  Prof. 
SAXTORPH.  3.  HENRIK  SELIGMANN  (stud.  med.).  4.  Bandagist  RAS¬ 
MUSSEN.  5.  CHR.  BR0NDSTEI)  (kandidat  ved  Frederiks  Hospital  1/q  71  til 
1/s  72).  6.  Stuekonen  STENSGAARD.  7.  Livlaege,  konferensrad  J.  J.  G. 

LUND.  8.  C.  MUNDT  (kandidat  ved  Frederiks  Hospital  V9  71  Vn  72)* 
9.  C.  C.  F.  F.  KUHLMANN  (stud.  med.).  10.  E.  D.  STORCH  (kandidat  ved 

Frederiks  Hospital  l/n  71  til  15/i  73). 

Se  iovrigt  de  forskellige  udgaver  af  Den  danske  Leegestand. 
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LITER ATUR:  The  Lancet ,  1870,  vol.  II  pp.  287  —  88 
of  Joseph ,  Baron  Lister.  Oxford  1909  vol.  If.  — 
Lister ,  /w  /,(/<?  and  Work.  London  &  Leipzig  1913.  — 

Lord  J.ister.  London  1917. 


.  —  The  Collected  Tapers 
G.  T.  Wrench,  Lord 
Rickman  John  Godlee, 
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